history of the speculations of physiologists on the subject of the spontaneous generation of living organism, a subject which has been one of the vexed questions of biological science from almost the earliest times, and which is even now, as we shall have abundant opportunity of showing, far from being finally decided. Any of our readers who desire such a history will find a good summary of it in the early chapters of the first two treatises which are named at the begiuning of the article; and should they wish to go still further and deeper into the question, will find in the same place abundant references to original sources of information. All Here, then, the matter was left until taken up by Schwann in 1837, and from that time till the present it has been the subject of constant experiment and research.
Schwann, with a view of removing the ambiguity which arose from the doubtful purity and questionable composition of the air contained in the vessels upon which he experimented, resolved to introduce fresh portions of air into them during the progress of the experiment. 
